INSIGHTS

INSIDE THE LOZANO SMITH LAW FIRM

INSIGHTS was developed to keep our
clients abreast of important matters in

il education law. Lozano Smith practice
groups meet regularly to discuss the latest
and most significant cases and changes in
their area of law. We are excited to share
this important information with you. Insights
can also be found on lozanosmith.com
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Student Practice Group

You focus on students. So do we. The Student
Practice Group’s mission is to provide answers
to the student based issues that arise at every
school site. With a focus on preventive law, we
provide training for administrators and school
employees on issues such as student discipline,
student records, religion in schools, student free
speech, and bullying. By investing time in
training, we can often help districts save money
by preventing disputes and litigation.

Student Practice Group attorneys provide
timely and expert advice on all issues with a
“student angle” We advise and represent
boards and administrative panels in student
discipline matters and defend appeals to county
offices of education on expulsion and inter-
district transfer issues. In addition, we are on
call to answer urgent questions regarding
student search and seizure, custody issues, and
child abuse reporting, It is our goal to provide
practical advice and options to meet your
objectives.

STUDENT ISSUES

Each of our six offices has Student Practice
Group attorneys ready to assist you with any
student-related issue. We hope to meet you at
one of our upcoming presentations!
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Trends in Student Free Speech

Contributed by
Leah Won (San Ramon)

Recent Student Speech Cases Vary
in Outcome, Address Importance

of Student Safety.

The past year has been dynamic on the
student free speech front. Three recent
state and federal decisions evince student
speech as a dynamic area of First Amend-
ment jurisprudence, in which courts
wrestle with student challenges of school
discipline. Where the schools’ discipline
was upheld against the students’ free
speech challenges, the courts found that
issues of illegal drug use and school safety
prevailed over the students’ speech rights.

In June 2007, the Supreme Court of the
United States, in Morse v. Frederick (2007)
127 S.Ct. 2618 (“Morse”), upheld the right
of a high school principal in Juneau,
Alaska, to discipline a student who held
up a banner proclaiming “BONG HiTS 4
JESUS”  during a  school-endorsed
activity—even without a showing of likely
material disruption to the school environ-
ment. In doing so, the court overruled the
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